                           SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
Tuesday, JUNE 15, 2021 – 12:00 NOON

AT

PONCHATOULA CITY HALL ANNEX BUILDING
110 WEST HICKORY ST

PONCHATOULA, LA 70454

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the rescheduled meeting to order at noon, on Tuesday, June 15, 2021.

Helen Muller, Administrative Secretary, gave the invocation and Commissioner Tina L. Roper followed with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioners Present: Daryl Ferrara, Wm. Joubert, James Nelson, Tina L. Roper, Jimmy
                                        and Schliegelmeyer, Jr., 
 Commissioners Absent.  James Wes Daniels II and Ryan Williams
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen Muller, Administrative Assistant; and Lee Barends; ITL Accounting
President Ferrara welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending. 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES
Prior to the approval of the June 15, 2021 Agenda President Ferrara announced that 

Representative William “Bill” Wheat, Jr. would not be available as planned due to a

conflict in his schedule and sent his apologies.
It was moved by Commissioner Roper and seconded by Commissioner Schliegelmeyer, Jr., that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission approve the June 15, 2021 Agenda, as presented. Motion passed.  Yeas: 5 Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson, Roper, and Schliegelmeyer, Jr. Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II and Williams
It was moved by Commissioner Nelson and seconded by Commissioner Roper that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes of its Regular meeting held on Thursday, May 20, 2021, as presented. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson, Roper, and Schliegelmeyer, Jr. Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II and Williams
TREASURER’S REPORT:
The financials for the period ending May 31, 2021 were presented by Commissioner/
Treasurer Nelson. An explanation was given relative to the negative Net Income Figure due to State/Capital Projects. He reported that total Revenues for May were $42,383.76 and actual total Expenses were $38,885.68 leaving a Net Income of $3,498.08 oppose to the negative $196,220.97 as shown, which included $199,719.05 DOTD Project expenses.

The Ports bookkeeper Ms. Lee Barends, ITL Accounting, gave clarification on several Commissioners questions regarding the current accounting procedures relative to Capital Projects and negative budget figures. She informed the Commission that the Budget may be amended at any time the Commission wishes to do so in order to stay within a 5% variance, which is usually amended prior to adopting the next Fiscal Year Budget for adoption. Also, discussed was the issue of reverse entries which will be further discussed with the ports auditor of record relative to modifications for cash on hand revenue availability.  Treasurer Nelson informed the Commission that after researching the Ports Investment Portfolio accounts with its financial investments Advisor/Manager, Don Riley with Hancock/Whitney that he felt confident that it should remain, as is, since other banks provide the same type of investment services. Although he recommended that the financials should be reviewed quarterly for any updates pertaining to grant generated funding revenue for future infrastructure. The Balance Sheet showed Total Assets were $8,677,270.07 and Total Liabilities & Capital as $8,677,270.07 

President Ferrara thanked and appreciated the time Commissioners Nelson and Roper spent on reviewing the ports financials and agreed that the Commission stay on course for any economic impacts relative to the ports future industrial developments and recreational plans. 
It was moved by Commissioner Schliegelmeyer, Jr., and seconded by Roper that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission approve the financial reports for the period ending May 31, 2021, as presented by Commissioner/Treasurer Nelson. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson, Roper, and Schliegelmeyer, Jr. Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II and Williams

OLD BUSINESS:
1.  Representative William “ Bill” Wheat, Jr. -  Tabled
 2.  LA DOTD Port Priority State H. 011927- Transload Improvements Update
       a) Resolution 

Commissioner Joubert introduced the following resolution pertaining to the Compliance with the Public Bid Laws.
Whereas, the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission has solicited bids for State Project No. H.011927 (322) – Floodwall (Phase II). Truck-Scale Foundation Installation, Asphalt Paving and Site Grading port improvement projects in accordance with the current bid laws of the state of Louisiana, including, but not limited to R.S. 38:2211 et. seq; and

Whereas, the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission  has submitted to DOTD Certification of proof of publication, one (1) copy of the bid proposals and bid bonds as submitted by each of the three (3) lowest bidders, a legible copy of the bid tabulation of all bids received, and certified to be correct by the Engineer and an authorized official of the Sponsor, a copy of the engineer’s recommendation, contract documents, Notice of Award of Contract, and a copy of the recordation data in the Clerk of Court’s Office.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, in (Regular) session assembled on this 15th  day of June, 2021 does hereby certify that the bidding procedures comply with Louisiana Revised Statutes 38:2211, et. seq.

It was moved by Commissioner Roper seconded by Commissioner Nelson that the

Commission approve/adopt the resolution, as presented, by Commissioner Joubert for 
Certification compliance with the Public Bid Laws. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson, Roper, and Schliegelmeyer, Jr. Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II and Williams

3. Prospective Tenants (s) Update -   There was no report at this time.
President Ferrara inquired if the ports current tenants has an emergency Hurricane response action plan in place.  The port director assured the Commission that its primary tenant has an emergency action plan document on file to help plant operations personnel to respond to emergency situations in a safe, effective, and efficient manner. The Emergency Response Action Plan (ERAP) shall be carried out immediately whenever there is an emergency event or signs of a potential emergency situation that could threaten human health or the environment. 
4. Invoice Payment Approval
Treasurer/Commissioner Nelson presented the following two invoices for payment.
1. AECOM   - Site Improvements-Phase IV Project. 60638292 Inv. # 2000499732 Amt. $ 4,565.00   

                   Service Rendered (Apr. 24, - May 21, 2021) 

2. Jackson-Vaughan Agency, Inc.  Ins. Renew Policy Inv. 140474  Amt. $29,828.92 

(first installment- ½ of Premium 6/20/21 – 6/20/22)

It was moved by Commissioner Schliegelmeyer, Jr., seconded by Commissioner Roper that the Commission approve the June 15, 2021 invoices for payment, as presented. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson, Roper, and Schliegelmeyer, Jr. Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II and Williams

5. Port Manchac Priority Discussion Update/National Estuarine Research Reserve (NERR)
Port director Patrick Dufresne gave a brief summary on the recent Sea Grant presentation meeting reporting that it was very informative. President Ferrara also commented reporting that the meeting went well and that Representative Wm. “Bill” Wheat, Jr., wants to be notified when the deadline for submitting NERR research information is due. Others Commissioners attending were Roper, Nelson and Joubert who also gave their opinions regarding the meeting. Discussed were the following matters; Application deadline date, resolution for an agreement, stock letter put on ports letter head, SEU contact person, keep informed on future estuarine plans, participations in future meetings, and keep the port involved in NERR activities. 
6. Hammond Northshore Regional Airport-Cooperative Endeavor Agreement Update
Patrick Dufresne, Port Director, discussed his previous input from a prior meeting pertaining to

The Hammond Northshore Regional Airport potential marketing Cooperative Endeavor Agreement, CEA. It was reported that a CEA is in the process of being drafted with proper verbiage. Discussed were the following inputs; seaplane hangers, oil field service, more recreational business, maintenance and fuel, join efforts, airplane runways, grant benefits for both air and ports, expand cargo business, supply chain offers, air, barge, truck and rail,  above ground storage gas tanks, multi usage on laydown yard at port. In concluding, the port director informed the Commission that once the draft of the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement is completed, he would presented it to the Commission for vote approval.
7. Audit Review FY 2020
       No review at this time. The audit review may be presented at the July 13, meeting.
8. Journal of Record for 2021-2022- RFP
  a) Resolution
The port director reported after reviewing the two Official Journal of Record proposals received at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, that the Ponchatoula Times was once again the lowest qualified bidder/proposal. Both proposals/estimates were included in the Commissioners meeting packet for their review and approval.  Commissioner Joubert introduced the resolution for approval. The port director assured the Commission that all advertising for RFP were adhered to
and were in compliance with the LA public bid law mandates.

Moved by Commissioner Nelson, seconded by Commission Roper that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission accept the lowest qualified proposal, submitted by Bryan T. McMahon, Publisher of The Ponchatoula Times L.L.C, Dated May 24, 2021 to serve as STPPC’s Official Journal of Record for the period beginning August 1, 2021 and ending July 31, 2022 and is hereby designated and authorize to represent the contractual rates as stated in the proposal, meeting all state law requirements, LA R.S.43:142, with regard to port related business/public notices. Motion passed.

Yeas: 5 Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson, Roper, and Schliegelmeyer, Jr. Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II and Williams

New Business:
1.  Architectural Firms RFP
Commissioner Nelson gave a brief summary updating the Commission relative to the Dana Brown & Associates research of port property usage which was unanimously accepted by the Commission last year in October. Since that time some of the following proposed options the boat slip, park, boardwalks were not applicable. Matters again brought up for future discussion was relative to, piers, cabins, Octavia property, marina, tax credits, stimulus for LA Ports,  revenue, expenses,  return on investments,  environment issues, wetland, land migration, educational center, parking, bike path, liability risk, architectural expenses, plans, design, engineer plans and specifications of development.  
It was moved by President Ferrara seconded by Commissioner Roper that the Commission agreed
to move forward seeking input for an architectural plan on concepts envisioned/proposed in the 
Dana Brown research proposal.  Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson, Roper, and Schliegelmeyer, Jr. Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II and Williams

Commissioner Joubert left the meeting at 1:15 pm due to another scheduled engagement.
Remarks: 
Patrick Dufresne, port director reported attending a Hurricane preparedness meeting sponsored by the Tangipahoa Parish Dept. of Emergency Management.  He also thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 
Having no further business, a motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner Nelson, seconded by Commissioner Schliegelmeyer, Jr., to adjourn. Motion passed. Yeas: 5 Ferrara, Joubert, Nelson, Roper, and Schliegelmeyer, Jr. Nays: 0 Absent: 2 Daniels II and Williams

The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 p.m.
________________________________                               ____________________________

James Wes Daniels II, Secretary STPPC                              Daryl Ferrara, President STPPC
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